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Da Harry Braverman i 1974 ga ut boka rtLahor and Monopoly 
Capital. The Degradation of Work in the Twentieth Centurytf3
åpnet han for en omfattende internasjonal debatt om arbei­
dets utvikling under senkapitalismen (jfr. kommentarene i 
irmledningsartikkelen, s. 3). Artikkelen av Braverman i 
dette heftet av Vardøger er en lettere redigert versjon av 
et foredrag han holdt våren 1975 ved den tekniske høyskolen 
i West Virginia, USA. Så vidt vites er dette den siste 
presentasjonen av sine synspunkter som han ga før han døde 
i august 1976. Etter vår oppfatning gir artikkelen en god 
innføring i hovedtrekkene i Bravermans posisjon.

Bravermans bakgrunn har krav på oppmerksomhet. Han var ut­
dannet som koppersmed, og arbeidet i mange år som fagarbeid 
der ved en rekke verksteder. I 1950-årene var han medredak­
tør av månedsbladet American Socialist. Fra midten av 
60-årene var han direktør for Monthly Review Press som han 
bygget opp til å bli det fremste forlaget for venstresida 
i USA.

Artikkelen har tidligere stått i Monthly Review nr 1, 1982. 
(c) Monthly Review Press.
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WHAT’S PAST IS PROLOGUE: Marxism, 
Wars and Revolutions: Essays from Four 
Decades 
Isaac Deutscher
Isaac Deutscher, author of Stalin and the 
Trotsky trilogy, was also a highly prolific and 
versatile essayist. These writings represent 
one of the most consistent attempts to apply the 
method of Marxism to the original political 
realities of our time. This new collection, 
comprising material hitherto unpublished or 
long out of print, spans four decades of his life 
and displays'the breadth of his historical and 
political vision.

Cloth: £18.S0/$24.50 Paper: £5.95/$9.9S
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Books from Monthly Review Press

THE ENERGY CRISIS:
World Struggle for Power and Wealth 

by Michael Tanzer

This book presents a clear and comprehensible analysis of the widely mis­
understood energy crisis. The author, a uniquely qualified oil economist, 
explains how the energy crisis is due not to physical shortages but to the 
irrational use of energy on the part of a world system geared to the power 
and profit of those who dominate it. The problems created by this are not 
new, but have existed at least since the end of the last century, where 
oil began its rise to industrial prominence, and will continue so long as 
the international oil system is organized for plunder rather than for 
popular needs.

$8.95 / £3 • 95 / CL3462

LABOR AND MONOPOLY CAPITAL:
The Degradation of Work in the Twentieth Century 

by Harry Braverman

Paul Sweezy in his Foreword writes, "Now, at last we have a serious, and 
in my judgment solidly successful, effort to inquire systematically into . . . 
the nature of work and the composition of the working class ... it is the 
combination of Braverman’s practical experience and theoretical acumen 
which has enabled him to produce a contribution of surpassing importance 
to the understanding of the society we live in. Everyone who reads this 
book will benefit from it.” “. . . Until the appearance of Braverman’s 
remarkable book, there has been no broad view of the labor process as a 
whole, no full examination of the form and feeling of the act of labor as 
we find it in the contemporary capitalist world. ... His survey, written 
with great force and beauty, is objective . . . penetrates deeply into life, 
shedding more light on the meaning of capitalism than most studies ... a 
masterful contribution to the literature of social reality.—Robert Heilbroner, 
N.Y. Review of Books. "An important socialist thinker for our time—and his 
book one that may eventually be recognized as a landmark study.”— 
Publishers Weekly.

$12.50 / £5 • 30 / CL3403
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